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1. COVID- 19 Pandemic as Locus 
Theologicus

2. Mapping the Faith Responses to 
the Pandemic

3. Theology as Search for Spaces of 
Hope



COVID-19 PANDEMIC AS LOCUS 
THEOLOGICUS



COVID-19 AS LOCUS THEOLOGICUS: 
LENSES IN READING THE WORLD 

1. Sickness and Hunger 
2. The Metaphor of War and the 
Politics of Fear 
3. “Social Distancing” and Face 
Masks
4. Closed Churches and Online 
Liturgies 



1: SICKNESS AND HUNGER 
§Sickness is real.
§Philippines belong to the Top 10 
highest in the world (3000-4000 
cases a day)
§ Hospitals are full; corruption in 
health system 

§ Hunger is as real.
§ Longest and most harsh lockdown
§ “I prefer to die of COVID than to 
see my children die of hunger.” (a 
father in Payatas)

§ COVID + hunger + 
corruption and incompetence 
= Total Disaster 



2. THE METAPHOR OF WAR AND 
THE POLITICS OF FEAR

 “Metaphors do not describe reality. They 
create reality”
New Police uniform and armalites: 
militarization and securitization of the 
pandemic 
 Politics of Fear (its peak is the new “Anti-
Terror Law”) 
What is the “new normal” (it is not about 
online classes or social distancing but about 
social discipline, new hegemonies and 
further marginalization – of the poor, of 
opposition, of critical media)



3. “SOCIAL DISTANCING” 
AND FACE-MASKS

COVID-19 and the culture 
of suspicion (everyone is 
suspect) 
 “Social distancing” as 
metaphor   
Whither community, 
empathy and solidarity?
“Social distancing” and the 
social conditions of its 
possibility 



3. CLOSED CHURCHES AND 
ONLINE LITURGIES

The Churches closed shop, 
too! No customers allowed! 
 Brave and creative 
prophets who defied 
hegemonic voices
 Online churches: Plus/minus
 Online ministry: Its class 
dimension



B. MAPPING FAITH 
RESPONSES TO THE 

PANDEMIC 



FAITH RESPONSES OF INDIVIDUAL 
BELIEVERS: THE THEODICY QUESTION

1. “God is punishing us”
 Blaming on the sins of others (LGBTQ, ISIS tape)
 Blaming it on oneself (fear and mental health issues on lockdown; 
its class dimension) 

2. God’s act/ God’s will 
 So that we can learn something about ourselves and the world 
 To have time for the family; to appreciate the farmer; so that I can 
learn cooking and gardening; to make me more resilient 

3. Call to Lamentation
§Confrontation with death, mortality and vulnerability
§ The cry of the prophets

4. Call to Creativity and Solidarity



FAITH RESPONSES OF THE CHURCHES: 
THE INSTITUTIONAL QUESTION

1. ‘Irrational’ Non-conformity
 Faith-centered response
 Defying science and politics in 
preference to faith 

 “Are we not essential too?” 
(assertion of the autonomy of the 
religious sphere; non-reflexive 
response of religion over other 
fields)

2. Blind Conformity
 Stopped all services – regardless of 
need and situation 

 Prohibition of relief operation 

3. Creative Engagement 
 Alternative courageous voices 
(priests in PPE, relief operations, 
etc.) 



C. THEOLOGY AS SEARCH 
FOR SPACES OF HOPE



1. CHURCHES AS SPACES OF CARE 
NOT OF FEAR  

To move from the politics of fear to a culture of care. Fear 
is the running thread (from extrajudicial killings to Anti-
terrorism Law)

1. Resistance = creative prophetism (ever-narrowing 
spaces for dissent; resisting this normalization 
process) 

2. Resistance = spaces of welcome, solidarity and 
care and solidarity (the church as ‘field hospital’; 
ministry to the sick, the lonely, the hungry)

§ Churches as spaces of welcome; sanctuaries; 
asymlums (People under the bridge) 



THE CHURCH AS FIELD HOSPITAL 

This is the way to open 
the churches – not for 
liturgies but for works 
of  solidarity. 

“Go and learn what this 
means: All I desire is 
mercy not sacrifice.” 
(Mt. 9: 13)



2. CHURCHES AS EMOTIONAL 
NETWORKS OF COMPASSION 

§ My Payatas experience (garbage 
dump parish in Manila)

§ Critique to the incompetence and 
corruption of the government 

§ Critique to the technocratic advocacy 
of NGOs and civil society who do not 
anymore capture the real feelings of 
people on the ground

§ BEC Mothers and “local knowledge; 
emotional interpersonal network; 
conquered fear for the love of 
neighbor 



FAITH AS RISKING ONE’S LIFE 
FOR THE OTHER

Why are you here? 
What made you stay? 
What made you risk 
your lives? 



3. CHURCH ONLINE: BETWEEN THE 
VIRTUAL AND THE REAL 

§ How valid are the online sacraments? (real time or 
replay; direct to God confession; I miss going to 
communion; can you absolve me through Zoom?) 

§ Online liturgical issues – which only concerns a 
few (many do not have access to internet)

§ COVID-19 and Rethinking of theological 
categories
§ Rethinking the virtual: Whither the physical, the concrete, 
the bodily? 
§Rethinking the theology of forgiveness 
§ Rethinking clericalism



CHALLENGING DIRECTIONS POSED BY 
COVID-19 TO THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY 

1. To rethink the “priest-centered” Church and recover again the 
role of the laity in the faith community; from grand churches 
to small communities

2. To go beyond meticulous questions on the virtual, and find the 
presence of God in the real (rethinking corporal works of 
mercy)

3. To go beyond formalistic and rubric-dictated liturgies toward 
creative worship beyond church walls and traditional church 
rituals. 

4. To combat fear and indifference towards organizing one’s 
parish with new and creative ministries for the vulnerable

5. Beyond being cultic leaders and liturgy presiders, 
priests/pastors need to be to be physically close as possible 
to their flock who suffer from all kinds of fear, pain and 
hunger. 


